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Mot Thodng Suy Tu

Looking back thirdfeen years

There was once a little qirl, who had been in Australia for two years, with her parents and
brother. She was five years old when she stepped into a new life in two worlds: the world
of primary school, and the world of Thiéu Nhi.

So what was Thiéu Nhi? Sometimes it was fun playing with friends; tiing when the XU Bodn
had the big game otherwise known as trd chdi I6n; sometimes it was in one ear, out the
other, and of course, sometimes she went to Thi€uNhi because her mum made her!

Moving from Tudi Thé mét thi don s, to Au Nhi, bi&t khée 1am chi, through Nganh Thiéu,
khdng con bé xiu, up to Nghia Si, chdng biét suy nghi .. | mean Nghia ST mdi biét suy
ngh!

During the fourth year of Nghia Si, the girl looked back at her life in Thi€u Nhi. She had
leamt that Thi€u Nhi originated from the French, and why the thumb crosses all four
fingers when we chdo. She leamt songs about hai con thdn Idn con and kia con buém
vang. She learnt no matter how manytimes you sing vong tron cé mét cdi tém, the song
never really comes true, and that you line up in a U shape to salute the flag. She learnt
the meaning of the seven sacraments, and the reasons for the different colour-schemes
in church. She learnt that Saint Paul fell off his horse, and how to set up a tent. She learnt
how to decode secret messages and follow arrow signs, and she learnt not to respond
when she heard: fit te, te fit.

One day, the girl, who was often known as bé Trang, now became known as chi Trang.

The day | put on the red khdn quang, symbolising hy sinh, | told myself: it's my turn fo give
back to Thiéu Nhi everything Thiéu Nhi has given to me. Whether it be teaching gido ly, or
playing games during sinh hoagt, there is a magic that touches me everytime: the little
smiles of my tudi ths. Then meeting other Trudng from all over Sydney is always a joy the
familiar face you talk to all the time, the familiar faces you always see but never have a
chance to talk to, and the odd newby who get promoted.
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| take a step back, and take a second look at myself. | have learnt to lead by example,
learnt to be patient and care for others needs. | have gained confidence to speak in
front of a group, the ability to manage a group, and coordinate activities, while
understanding the challenges and the rewards.

Thirteen years after my first days at Thi€u Nhi, for the first time ever, | am presented with a
khan quang with yellow lining (vién). | am officially a Huynh Truéng cép 1, and proud to

be.

Trddng Poan Trang.

Cau rd 18l cho céu db trang 65:
Thanh Martin de Porres.

Thdnh Térésa Hai Bong Giésu.
Thdanh Maria Goretti,

Thdnh Giuse ban Blc Ba Maria.
Macellill, the bread and wine.
Vua Alexandre.

Thanh Tdma Aquino, 1ién si HOi Thanh ( Dong Baminh).
Thdnh Phaold Téng PO.

Cdc Thdnh Anh Hai.

Thanh Maria Madalena.

Thanh Martha.

Thdanh Phérd Téng D6.

Thanh Gia.
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